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BANKRUPTCY. 


yy is a question now at issue amongst our political cecono- 
mists, whether the stoppage of the paper circulation, af- 
forded by the country banks, has been advantageous or de- 
clcantel Many, who are disposed to admit that the limita- 
tion of these issues may have contributed to the production of 
temporary inconvenience, are yet firmly of opinion, that the 
ultimate effect must and will be advantageous. For, say they, 
the accommodation so readily obtained was employed, not in 
the fair and established modes of trade, but in extending spe- 
culations, which were often rash, and must always be inimical 
to theinterests of the community when exercised on the main 
articles of human sustenance. Another bad consequence re- 
sulted from this practice—that of inducing the adventurers to 
live ata rate beyond what was authorised by their legitimate 
gains; so that any sudden reverse, any unforeseen fall in the 
markets, occasioned at once their own ruin, and often involved 
that of their creditors, at whose expence they may be said to 
have subsisted. On the bad effects of thus doing business ad 
venturously on credit, we extract the following passage froma 
work lately published by Mr. Dawson: 

“ As every person in trade puts a higher price upon his 
goods, in proportion to the risk from bad debts, that additional 
Price is a tax upon the consumers; and as that tax must be 
higher, in proportion to the number of hands through which 
the articles go in their passage from the producer to the con- 
sumer, it must tollow, that the consumers pay a tax upon every 
article of food and manufactures, upon very few below five, 
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avd. upon many above twenty per cent, to make up to dealers 
the losses they sustain-by bankrupts: > --- rae 

“ But bankrupts not only injure society, by occasioning 
these very heavy taxes; their expensive mode of living is also 
ruinous to many of their neighbours, particularly to young be- 
ginners in trade, by leading them to suppose it necessary, that 
people in particular businessesshould live in a certain live, whe- 
ther their income can afford it ér vot; whereas-it austibe ad- 
mitted, that a person is not acting honestly, who buys goods, or 
borrows money, which he is not morally certain of being able 
to pay ; and there is no difference in the turpitud? of the acts 
of deceiving a neighbour, by a person giving him his own bill, 
when conscious.of. being in a bankrupt state, than there is in 
deceiving hioy with a forged bill. ‘Nor is it honest to risk ano- 
ther person’s goods or money in any uncertain speculation. 
kor, as the schemer is to have the whole profit, he ought to be 
in ability to pay al! the losses, unless he previously state the ex- 
tent of the risk. Yet the forger is punished with death, while 
the bankrupt is not Jiable to apy pynishmept. Upon this gross 
partiality of the law, Jonathan Wild observed, that borrowing 
isa much safer way of taking opr neighbour's goods than 
Stealing. — 

“ Hence it appears, that improper lenity to bankrupts, by 
‘ihereasing their nutber, must not only increase the tax for 
bad debts, but, by encouraging an expensive mode of living, 
must check the accumulation of capital, which must check the 
increase of food and mantfactyres; thus sacrificing the riches 
‘and power of the society, with the peace and comfort of the 
simple, the honest, and the industrions, to gratify the passions 
of the extravagant, the deceitful, and the villainous.” 


‘(ANNALS OF BRISTOL. 


[From a Folio Manusthipt, in the Possession of Mr. WW. Morgan, of 
Kowwer-Ashton, to. wheuit was tansmitted with the Library of his 
Relative, Mt. John Page, Surgeon, late of Duke-stieet. The Ori- 
gitlal commences with the Year 1238, and terminates, with 1687.] 


« 1400, "DAE high cross‘guilded and painted, and this 
year, the king came to Bristol, an«-the lord ehan- 
cellor with him, who lay at the great hyuse on St. Angustine’s 
Buck. And the king. made. every one of the commons of 
Bristol that was worth 2001. to pay twenty shill ngs, because 
the townsmen’s wives went too sumptuously apparreted. 
“© 1498. No court kept nor bailiffe, neither constable of 
‘Temply Fee, for the space of tenn weeks, Also there were 
many 
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many ‘apprehended in Bristol for heresie, for which some were 
burned, and some abjured and bare faggots. | 

vf 1516. Whereas there was a custom in Bristol for relief ii 
of’ the prisoners in Newgate, that every person of the country 
that brought anysthing to be sold in the market should pay to | 
the'jaylor for pitching down of every pot: or sack,*one half 

day; but because the jaylors converted it to thuir ewn profit, 

r. Richard Abington, with the consent of the mayor, Joho 
Jay, esq. did put down this disordered abuse «ind custome, and 
to ease the country people, purchased at’ his own*costs, a per- 
petual stipend, to find the prisoners. victuals, ‘wood, and straw. 

« 1542. Inthe month of July, the town'of Biistol was ‘pro- 
claimed d city, and. Paul Bush was cliosen bishop, and was res 
sident at St. Aastin’s Abby ; the which,'from this time is and 
shall be called the Trinity College of the city of Bristol, for 
ever. w. ¢ UE 

“ 1543. ‘This year Temple Fee was broken, aud incorporated 
thence with the city of Bristol. 

'“ 1544. Nicholas Tiiomas, mayor, kept his admiraltie 
court at Clevedon. Also the stews was put down, and Aston 
was burnt, Also this year there was a great plague in Bristol, 
which continued a whole year. ' 

“ 1545. On the 17th July there was such thundering and 
lightening, which fasted from 8 o'clock at night until 4 next 
morning, which was fearful for to hear; but when Richard 
Abington deceased, the thtnder also ceased presently ! , 

“ 1546. Wheat sold in Bristol this year at'7d. and Sd. the 
bushel. 

“ In the month of May there was a great insurrection iu 
the city of Bristoll, and mahy young men plucked up hedges 
and thrust down ditches with inclosed grounds near this city ; 
and afterwards they rebelled against the mayor, so that he and 
all his brethren with him were forced to go into the marsh with 
weapons ; and there the matter was closed op; and within 4 
days after all the rebels were taken, one after another, and put 
ja ward ; but uo one suffered for this insurrection. 

“1551. This year the pestilence reigned in the’ city of 
Brisiol, very sore for the time it lasted; for it swept away 
many hundreds every week; the which endured from Easter 
until Michaelmas. 

“ 1556. This year two men, the one a weaver and the other 
acobler, burt at St. Michael’s-hill, for religion called heresie; 
and aShereman was burnt for denying the Sacrament of the 
altarto be the body and blood of Christ really and substan- 
tially. 

“ 1564. This year in Bristol was seen in. the firmament 
beams as red as fire, coming out as it were of a furnace of 
length like-the pole; and —e a very. lard. winter af 
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ice and snew ; and Hongroad was frozen, that mariners and 
other people went over dry-shod. And slso this year wav’ 
great plague in Bristol, whereof there dyed in Bristol 2500 at 
the least.” "9 


Copy of a Bill for a Year's Baard, Clothes, end Education, of ¢ 
young Lady, at Bristol, in the Year 1677. Communicated.by 
Mr. Isaac James. 


Laid out for HANNAH as followeth : 


Ib 8. da 
“ [mpris. Fora payer of shooes - - 00 O1 08 
Jt. For making hernew coatlonger - - (00 Ol 00 
t. For anecklace and mending a pr. of shooes 00 O00 08 
i Paid for a payer of shooes - - -. 00 Q1 06 


t. Mending her old coat and for ribbon to bor- 

der itt, and for a lace and sampler and 00 O02 , 00 

thread - - - P - a " 
It. Forpaper and for a payer of sizersand rebon 2 

for her re lg “Ria Dee hey - 
It. For a payer of shooes and shooe points - 00 O1 1 
It. For mending hershooes - = - OO OO 04 
More laid out than [ had of ber peared | 
00 


s & 


for a payer of boddises, a hood and a 0s 06 
skarffe, - - - - = . 
It. Fora payer of shooes and mending a payer 
of A hea - - - - . - boo oa @ 
Tt. For a lace and mending her two coats and 
for rebbou - hinittiiieaatL aero ae 
It. For afan and making her lacest petiicgat 
andbordering - - = = = foo oo°e 
Tt. Paid for @ purses forher - - 00 02 00 


It. Forayeare’sSchooleing - - - 00 17, 00 
And for ber year’s Tableing -~ - 10 00 00 


——_—_——_——— ~——— 


Sumtotall - 12 05 07 
More fora payerof shooes -- =. 00 OI. 08 





Ip all - - 12 07. 02 





Character of the late Thomas Johnes, Esq. of Hafod, 
Cardiganshire. 


: | "HE varied and the great and good qualities of this gen- 
tleman, are too well known to require any memento 
among his contemporaries ; and the benefits growing up from 


bis useful designs, from his munificence and example, = be 
the 
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the living treeards of him in after-times; yet, who eould wish 
to.see noliced merely in a “ passing paragraph af praise,” the 
eharecter of such a man i-—of one whose taste and munifi- 
cence appreeiated aad fostered the works of the most exalied 
geaina, while hig benevolence stooped to comfort the fireside 
ofthe lowliest cottager.. His, ereations at Hafod, apd “its 
fonrishiag,colany,” -aerd abundaut ius ances of this disposi- 
tion in its late inbabitant. 

Previous to 1783, when Mr. Juhnes began to erect his first 
residence, the roads were impassable, there was not a post-chaise 
in the county : the. miserable huts. of the peasantry he tans- 
formed into comfortable habitations, and be supplied medical 
attendauts ; he employed the population iaiplsvting millions of 
forest trees, upon the cheerleas . barreuness. of the was.e aad 
motntains, as well as in other impravemenis;- and iasittuted 
schools, which he and. Mrs. Jnhues peisonally apended. 
Having in view the twe-fold desigu--te patronise literature 
and the arts, and to cousbine objects which, together with the 
natural grandeur of the scenery, might induce travelling. to 
this remote part of the principality, and thereby ameliorate 
the condition of the natives—lhe euriched bis residence with 
paintings and sculptures by the-best masters— stored his library 
with the most valuable literature, angient aud modern; atid in 
his pleasure grounds he developed and.enhanced the sublime 
scenery of nature. ' 

So intent was he in improving the agriculture of this fore 
lorn county, that he brought farmers from Scotland and other 
districts, and proposed, at oue time, to iptroduce -400 Grison 
families, and to place them on the high voculuiyated. grounds ; 
but various circumstances and objections prevented.the exe- 
cution of this latter plan. Ano agricultural society was cow- 
menced for the purpose of encouraging cottagers, by giving 
premiums, and purchasing their productions; and he distributed 
an excellent tract, entitled, ‘* A Cardiganshire, Landlord’s Ad- 
vice to his Tenants.” While Mr.Johnes was thus employing 
his talents and fortune for the benefit of his country, a de- 
structive fire, in the year 1807, consumed his house, with much 
of-its valuable contents; the loss amounted, it is said, to up- 
wards of 70,000). Notwithstanding this disaster, Mr. Johnes 
still “ resolved to inbabit his Eden, although driven out by the 
flaming minisier.” Hafod was ouce more rebuilt and adorued 
anew. 

Amitl these various occupations, and his business in parlia- 
ment, Mr. Johnes translated the Travels of Bracquire, | vol. 
Ato; the Chronicle of Froissart, 4 vols. folio ; Moutstreller, 4 
vols; and Joinville, 2 vols. 4to; the three latter were printed 
at his own press at Hafod. During the last few years, he con- 
unued indefatigable in bis improvements at Hafod, and in 
» making 
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making roads and erecting bridges for the accommodation of 
the public. He lately succeeded in establishing a fuad tor-the 
relief of the families of seamen and others who may suffer: by 
casualties ; and he conceived the idea of establishing a fishery 
on an extensive scale. In the winter of 1814;:Mr. Johnes had 
an alarming illness from which; however, he appeared to have 
recovered ; and he purebased a residence in Devonshire, »for 
his winter resort, or, as he expressed it, * a cradle for his age.” 
Here it was that the hand of death arrested bim, after a short 
iliness. 
Mr. Johnes’s remains were removed to the church which he 
built at Hafod, and deposited in the vault with those of his be- 
loved’ andi only daughter, for whom a marble monument of 
most interesting: design and exquisite workmanship has long 
been executingin London., Those who have seen the romantic 
situation of Hafod charch, embosomed among. plantations 
upon the elevated pointof a hill, may faintly imagine:-bow 
such a scene, and the music of birds and waterfalls, accorded 
with the melancholy procession, followed through the tangling 
pathways by numerous peasants, to bid the last tarewell to the 
master-spisitof Hafod. ‘ 


a 


Ascent of Mount Etna, in the Month of November. 





BY GENERAL COCKBURN. 


ET out before sun-rise ; by my watch five o'clock : we passed 

several miles over a mole track of volcanic rocks, to ap- 
pearance impracticable. At the entrance of the woody region 
we met a most complete banditti, armed and dressed as a Sal- 
vator Rosa, or the wildest romance writer could wish. TI be- 
gin to repent coming from the convent without arms, and 
leaving the dragoon ‘there ;~ bit it turned out to be a guard of 
Prince Paterno’s, the owner of this part of the woody region, 
who obtains some revenue from the timber, and the charcoal ; 
and these men dre to guard what would otherwise be stolen. 
I was greatly disappointed in the woody region, or forest, as it 
is called. The trees are mostly too old to be worth cutting 
down, except to burn; they are meré stumps: here are no new 
plantutions, and nothing like the forests | bave seen in Get- 
many and France. The path through this region is very good 
for riding, though always ascenving ; next is the regione de- 
serta. I think, from Nicolosi to the woody regioa is about five 
miles, the breadth of that region four, and thence to the top 
six: the total distance 1s Known to be fifteen miles. At nisie 
o'clock we halted to feed the mules, near a small old crater, 
still smoaking : we had a remarkable fine day, and-clear sun- 
shine 
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sbive.. The prospect was very. fine, though the low country 
was, in some piuces, obscured by vapour. I could see Syra- 
onse;4Sape, Passaro, Malta, and had a bird’s eye view of alavost 
allshe plain of Catania, and most of the lower regions of E na; 
theaneuntain, towo,-and situation of Cas'le Scavani* was also 
geen distincily,, In summer, it is asual to sleep at the goat's 
eavery, in orderto get tothe top of the mountain, to see the 
suu rise, and some even set out at night-fall from Nicolosi for 
that purpose: ia summer, it is better 10 go to Jemelara’s 
house, at the bottom of the cone; but, in winter, this is too se- 
rious an undertaking. 

, On arriving at na foot of the cone of the. great crater, 
having rode the. Jast three miles through snow, we found Je- 
melara’s. house buried in it, just enough of the top visible to 
show there was a house there ; breakfast was therefore vut of 
the question... It was impossible to ride farther, so here we left 
the mules, and proceeded on foot for a mile through snow, and 
over slippery rocks of lava. There are enormous masses of 
lava,and the space between them, in many parts, so deep, that, 
summer or winter, you must make a long step from one to the 
other; ia other parts we often sunk to our middles in snow, 
My perseverance was almost conquered: the major, at the out- 
set from Jemelara’s, said he would not attempt it; buat we per- 
suaded him to come on, and, with the assistance of the guide, 
and his own strength, he gained the top. It would be utterly 
impossible for a lady to accomplish this at the present time of 
the year; and, if any accident should betal a traveller, such 
as breaking aleg or arm, which, from the deceitful, paths over 
the snuw, and through recks of Java, is not impossible, | really. 
think he must perish; for how could he be moved? We, at 
Jast, got over this terrible passage, and arrived at the bouom of 
the steep cone, 

This part is, all covered with Joose.ashes and. cinders, but, 
from the beat of the volcano, there was no snow at present, 
though, in December aod January, itis covered to within a yard 
oi two of the mouth of the crater. Here the dithculty of as- 
cending, and the labpur:and faugue are very great. . The air is 
so pure and rarified that it silects the lungs, and we lost our 
breath every five.minutes, We were obliged often to scramble 
on all fours, slipping down frequenily wany feet ia.the loose 
ashes, so yery steep ts the laiter part. The old Nicolosi guide, 
who showed ihe way, was first up; and,@s there isa pomta 
little higher, [did not know we liad got to the principal sume 
mit, ull L heard him ery out O que bella vista!” This he 
did by design, bringing us suddenly in view of the crater ata 
Women: we thougtt we bad at least ten minutes more labour to 

9 vn- 


* The ancient Enna. 








448 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


undergo ; I was the first of our party op, and gave three cheers, 
The sudden view of this immense gotph is cerrifie at Gitst, and 
really past des¢ription. ‘This day was most favourable, excepe 
rather too mach wind, which, however, blew from tie crater, 
We were now amply. repaid for the labour and the delays of 
bad weather, snd saw most distinetly to the bottom’ of this 
wonderful and immense crater, which contains several minor 
mountains, and their crater¢ within it ; some smouking like the 
most violent glass-hduse; or steadi works, The ground, was 
here very bot. 1 itad heitd much of ihe eoldness of the: air, 
but thought nothing of it, though possibly a person. below in 
tie snuw if tot im exercise, might be frozen ; ‘only my hands 
were cold, and, except for the wind, I should certainly liave 
fourtd it warm enough ; violent as the exercise was, I did not 
suffer from hedt or perspiration, which, with the state of the 
thermometer, proves the eoldness of the air: | was obliged 
leave my great coat at Jeaelora’s. ; 

I went to the top of the highest pinnacle. A descent into 
the crater, if the ground is as hard as it appears to be, would 
have been this day perfectly practicable. The crater often 
changes its form: on the side which we first approached, the 
descent was perpendicalar; but, the opposite side went down 
by a gradual slope. Our time, in these short days, did not ads 
wit of the experiment, or I should have made it. 

I sat down at the top, to date three or four letrers, which: £ 
promised some particular friends they should receive fiom 
this elevated and extraordinary spot; | brought ink and papet 
for this purpose, as well as to nute the degrees at which the 
thermometer stood at different heights as we ascended. | only 
wrote a line ortwo of my letters, which I[ finished at Nicolosi } 
but, while thus employed, we had a violent shock of an earth- 
quake: I cannot describe the sensation, particularly at the 
mouth of such a volcano. However, I dated my letters, and 
wrote part of them, sanding with the ashes, but not without 
feeling u little nervous. After this | took various specimens of 
the volcanic matter, our excellent guide assisting. On stirring 
the loose ashes, the smoke comes out, and the ground feels 
very hot, if scraped a little, so mucli as to burn. On this steep 
part I lay flat, and put my head over the precipice, and took 
some hot minerals out of the érater. 

After spending nearly an hour of the top of Etna, our guide 
urged the advanced state of the day for our return, With 
difficulty tearing myself away, [ remained “till my companions 
iad got to the bottom of the cone; and then took a farewell of 
this great voleatio. I can only guess at its size; I think its 
crater is nearly two miles in circumference; | could see the 
bottom most distinctly. The descent on the ashes of the cone 
was rapid and agreeable ; we soon came to our difficulty—the 

6 snow 3; 
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Ww; getling.over it asibefore, from the base of the cone to 
ara’s. house; we, walked oa (still through snow) to the 
prre del Filosoto, 





1 


Prince Leopold of Save-Cobourg  Saalfeld: 


‘A_N historical account, interspersed with biographical anec- 

dotes of the House of Saxdny, containing-a memoir of 
the life of Leopold George Christian Frederie Prince of Saxe- 
Cobourg Saalfeld, written by Mr. Frederick Shobérl, has been 
just published by Mr. Atkebaicia, of the Strand, London. 
To strew the entire ignoran¢e of some of thé. people of this 
country, respecting this illustrious prince, asingle circumstance 
Will suffice. He has been generally represented as the son of 
Prince Frederic Duke of Cobourg, who commanded the allied 
army in the late revolotionary war, whereas we find, from the 
present work, that he is the grand nephew of that celebrated 
commander, who was the younger brother of the reigning 
Dake Ernest, the grandfather of Prince Leopold. The interest 
Which attaches to this illustrious youth, from whose union with 
dur illustrious princess the nation anticipates a new dynasty, 
and whose fortunes are now identified with our own, is univer- 
Sally felt throughout the empire. The history of a prince so 
connected with England must be universally desirable to alt 
classes, and how very necessary to the attainment of that object 
the present work must be, the circumstance which we have 
mentioned sufficiently illustrates. The following is an extract 
from the present interesting memoir:— ‘ 


“ In the beginning of October the allied army returned to 
Saxony. 

“ Oa the 16th of October, the first day of the battle of 
Teipzig, when the enemy had made a general, and not unsuc- 
cessful attack with éaiealig upon the centre of the main army 
posted near the villages of Magdeborn and Cossa, the honour 
able service of covering not only this important point, but also 
the Russian batteries planted opposite to those of the French, 
was allotted to Prince Leopold, who, on this occasion, lost a 
great number of his men. On the 17th he continued in the 
fame position, and had already received orders for the attack 
of the enemy’s batteries, when it was deferred ‘till the following 
day, on account of the non-arrival of several corps which 
Were expected. On the 18th, the last and decisive day of this 
gigantic conflict, the prince pushed on, with his cavalry in the 
Centre, to the environs of Leipzig. In the afternoon, when 
tlie left wing, under General Coloredo, was very furiously ate 
Vou. 56. sY tacked 
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tacked by the French, it was asked what ¢avalry would go to, 
tite support of this wing? ‘Though a greater force was wanted 
than Leopold had with him, he nevertheless offered himself, as 
there was no Austrian cavalry at hand, and went to the assist- 
ance of Coloredo. On the 19th he marched to the support of 
General Giulay, and followedihe advanced guard. and this corps 
to the vicinity of Erfurt. 

“ The jprince then proceeded to Erankfurt, where he re- 
mained during the residence of the allied sovereigns in that 
city, and afterwards went through Swabia and Switzerland to 
France. Here he was detached on the 30ih of January, 1814, 
to. the suppor: of Field-Marshal Blacher and General Rajetsky 
to Rizaucourt, whence be returned on the Ist of February to 
the grand army. com a.bivovac near Bar-sur-Aube he 
marched to the batile of Brienne, and assisted on the 2d to 
pursue the beaten enciny to Lesmont, The prince then marched 
to Bar-sur-Seime, and Troyes, and afterwards. to Nogent-sure 
Seine, Traivel, and Braye, whence the army again retreated. 

“ In the plains jn advance of Troyes, the whole of the ca- 
valry. made some demonstrations against the enemy, but na 
atfur of any couseguence ensued. On the 23d of Kebruary 
the prince formed the rear-guard at ‘Troyes; the army had a 
position helind the Seine, and then fell back to Chaumont. 

“ Oo the 12th of March, the, prince, as well as the 
reater part of the Russian troops belvnging to the main 
‘my, advanced upon the road to Vitry, After the French had 
recovcred Rheiuis and oceupied Chalons, the prince formed 
the advance guard towards the ryads leading to those places. 
In this service the troops,.already extremely fatigued by the 
repeated night marches and incessant manceuvres in an exe 
hausted and desolated country, end comtinually harassed, more- 
over by the armed peasants, who were partic ular ly troublesome 
in Champague, had to endure extraordinary haidships and 


rt 
co) 
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incon semences, ; 

“ Till the 20th of March the enemy was daily expected to 
make a general attack upon the right wing of the army, which 
therefore occupied all its positions in readiness for battle. 
W hen, however, the enemy on the 20ih, suddenly reured from 
the Marne to the Aube, the allied troops of ihe right wing 
marched to the left upon Arcis, by which movement the main 
army effected its junction. ‘The French now wade a very une 
petuous attack, which {Re allied army repulsed wiih the greatest 
firmness, on which occasion the prince had iv support the right 
wing. On the morning of the 1st, Leopold was sent forward 
with bis cavalry, part of the Prussian guard, and a seiniorcee 
ment of horse artillery to form a communication with the corps 
of ihe Prince Royal of Witemberg, which bad vot yet come 
tumipietcly into line. ‘lie Cnem), appureniuy deicrred trom 
ao 
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an attack upon the allies by their excellent position, otcupied 
Arcis as a, rear-guard position, and retired upon the road, ta 
Vitry. At night-fall the allied army also marched again to, the 
left bank of the Aube, and. then. likewise directed its cobvise 
towards the Marne, when the prince formed the support of the 
advanced guard upon Vitry, Rf pe 

“ On the 24th of March. the allied army.took the road ta 
Paris, and on the 25th its advanced guard attacked Marslral 
Marmont at la Fere Champenoise.. The prince being seat 
with his cavalry to the support of this. advanced guard, at- 
tacked the enémy in the right flank at Connentrai, drove him 
from, his position, and took five pieces of cannon. Being 
joined by the rest of the allied ‘cavalry, he followed the matr-, 
shal from position to position, and did not desist {rom the pur- 
suit, even when the greatest part of the allied cavalry was ve, 
called against thie corps of General Pactod. Marsials..Mar- 
mont and Mortier, who had by this time formed a junction, 
profiting by the consequent weakness of the puysuers, sent their 
cavalry to ayack the artillery of the Russian guard. Prince 
Leopold took this attack in flank, drove back the French ca- 
valry to. an elevaied position which,the marshals had occupied, 
saved the Russian artillery, and in spite of a very brisk fire 
maintained his post ‘ull night. 

“ The oops of the grand army were not again engaged 
‘ull the batile of Paris, On the Sist of March, Prince Lep- 
pold entered Paris with the resetve cavalry, and there remained 
in garrison, He accompanied the sovereigns to, England, and 
sailed with them in the [mpregnable from Boulogne to Dover. 
He continued here about a mouth after the sovereigns, and.did , 
not leave England ‘till the end of Juiy. 

“ Jn the beginving of September he repaired to Vienna, to, 
the congress, for the purpose of promoting to the utmost of 
his power the independence of his native land, and the iuterests 
of his family. , 

“ Leopold’s politics, sound as Lis understanding and his heart, 
could not chime in with all the maxims which were broached 
there. He could not, above all, conviuce himself, that it was 
just to sacrifice the right of one to the convenience und power 
of another; and though he duly weighed the many clashing 
political interests, he found itimpossible to admit the paramount 
cogency of those reasons upon which the partition’ of Saxony 
was decreed. ' 

* The congress acknowledged the services which the princes 
of the House of Cobourg had never ceased, during the last ten 
years, to render to the good cause, as well as the sacrifices that 
had been made by them, and therefore granted an indemnity 
which, though afterwards diminished by imperious politica, 
considerations, was nevertheless not inconsiderable, his bu 
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diness was éxclusively conducted by Prince Leopold during the 
last: décisive months, and to him alone is to be ascribéd i-s 
happy issue. 

“On the return of Buonaparte to France, Prince Leopold 
hasteried from Vientia to the grand allied army on the Khine, 
which soon afterwards reached Paris. On the termination of 
the war, the affairs of his family detained him for some time in 
the French capital, after which he proceeded, by wayvof Cos 
bourg, to Berlin, and here it was that the inyitation of the 
Prince Regent intimated to him the high destiny to which he 
was called. 

“ Phougl the preceding biographical notices would, with- 
out any further observations, furnish the atrentive observer 
with a correct outline of this prince’s character, yet the delinea- 
tion of his moral qualities is wattting to complete a most at- 
tractive and interesting picture. 

“ Fn his early youth he manifested an excellent understand- 
ing and a tender and a benevolent heart. As he advanced it 
years, he displayed a strong attachment to hierary and scien- 
tific pursuits, and even at that time all his actions wete marked 
with dignified gravity aud unvsual moderation. His’ propen- 
sity to study was seconded by the efforts of an excellent in- 
structor, and as he remained a stranger to all those dissipations 
with which persons of his age and rank are commonly in- 
dulged, his attainments, so early as his fifteenth year, were very 
extensive. His extraordinary capacity particularly unfolded 
itself in the study of the languages, history, mathematics, 
botany, music, and drawing, in which last he has made a profi- 
ciency that would be creditable to a professor. 

“ The vicissitudes which he was so early destined to experi- 
ence, seem only to have contributed to preserve the purity of 
his morals; and they have certainly had a most powerful in- 
fluence in the developement of that rare moderation, that ar- 
dent Jove of justice, and that manly firmness, which are the 
predominant traits in the character of this prince. 

** Necessitated, in like manner, at so eatly an age to attend 
to a variety of diplomatic business, be acquised, partly in this 
school, and partly in his extensive travels, a thorough know- 
ledge of men in all their relations ; and though his experience 
hus not always been of the most agreeable species, still it has 
not been able to warp the kindness and benevolence of his 
nature. 

“ In his campaigns, and in the field of battle, where all 
false greatness disappears, Leopold has given the most undeni- 
able proofs that courage, and a profound sense of religiow and 
liberty, ate innate in his soul; and that clear intelligence and 
ufishaken fortivide, are his securest possessions. With such 
qualives of the head and heart—with a character and — 
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ples that so: completely harmonize with the feelings, the no- 
tions; uay even tlie prejadices of the British nation, this illus 
trivus prince authorizes us to anticipate, frow his union with 
the heiress: to the throne, results eqaally conducive to the wel- 
fare of the people at large, amd to the happiness of that diss 
tinguished family of which he is become a menrber. 

‘@ Previvasly to tlie treaty of congress, signed at Vienna, 
1815, the possessions of the House ot Saxe-Cobour <-Saalfeid 
comiprised 174 Geriian square miles, with « popelation, ac- 
cording to the crosus taken in 1812, of 57,266 souls, They 
éontain eight towns, and 270 villages and Fawlets, The reve. 
nues of the prince amounted in 1806 to 425 413 florins, or near 
90,0001. sterling*. The inhubttants, as wel as the reigning 
fimily, belong to the Lutheran church, and are ehicfly em- 
ployed in trade and manufactures. The above mentioned 
treaty secures tu the Dake of Cobourg Saalfeld an additional 
territory of such extent as to comprise 20,000 inhabitants, so 
that his domiuious and resources wili be increased by about 
éne-third.” 


* It gives me great pleasure to be able to furnish these data, which 
a@ré ¢xtracted from Storch’s Stuats und Adress Handbuch, (Weimar, 
38}3), as they afford the most satisfactory refutation of the sneers in 
which some persons have ignorantly indulged on the subject of the 
pecuniary resources of the House of Cobourg. 





Account of a Dreadful Inundation in Eastern Prussia. 


Ate unhappy country had just bezun to recover from the 
miseries intlicted by the late war when a calamity as ter. 
rible as it was unexpected, has plamged our citizens and far- 
mers into the greatest distress. ‘The winter here, compared 
with preceding ones, was of moderate severity; and the signal 
of its departure, which is the breaking up of the ice of the 
Vistula, was looked: to with pleasure, as renewing the busy 
scenes incident to an inland port. Marienburgh, you are aware, 
possesses considerable trade, on account of its’ being situated 
upoo the right bank of the Vistula; which is navigable to a 
great extent. : 

On the 18th of March, 1816, the frost broke, and the weather 
became extremely mild, and continaéd so "till the morning of 
the 26th, when the ice on the Vistula broke up.—This event 
was unattended by any circauistance to exejje immediate alarm ; 
but next day, the wind rose, and impelled the ffoating ice in 
the direction of the dykes. These were thought sufficiently 
strqng to resist any danger ; and possibly they might, had nut 
the wind continued so long and so yiolent, that au immense 
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quantity of these masses became accumulated, and defied 
all attempts to remove them. The consequences proved terrible, 
A few minutes after seyen, the first dyke wag cut, and the 
breach being 70 rods broad, and 20 rods deep, (English 
measure) an immense body,of water, rushed like atorrent over 
the adjoining country., Horses, barns, cattle in short, every 
thing was swept before the. flood. The screams of human 
beings, and the bleating of cattle were intermingled, and heard 
for many miles. Daikness adds to the horror of the scene, 
Of the families and individuals who, quitting their residence, ate 
teinpted to escupe the danger, the greater part perished in the 
inundation. The bodies of many of these have been picked 
up. Those who remained within doors, and escaped immedi- 
ate suffocation, gained the upper story, and even the roofs of 
the houses. Here amore lingering death from hunger and 
cold awaitedthem. Immediate assistance was impossible, as 
whole districts were insulated, and cut off from giving or se- 
ceiving any succour. 

This was the situation of the country-people on the night of 
the 2istinstant, occasioned by the first breach. Marienburgh 
had, to that period, been exempted from injury. The inhabi- 
tants laboured vader great alarm, however, from the reports 
which were spread. The governor and council were 
making preparations, to give every assistance to the 
country people at break of day ; and were dispatching mes-: 
sengers to procure horses, boats, and ladders, In the midst of 
these preparations, and while the alarm was at its height, the 
ice nude a breach in another dyke, which adjoins the south- 
ern suburb, The water flowed in with great rapidity ; and 
all the passagesia that quarter became inundated.—Judge the 
conste:natign that now spread throughout the town. The ine 
habitants, not immediately aware that the calamity was so li- 
mited in its extent, and was in fact confined to that suburb, 
wh. re the walls of the warehouses and other buildings pent it 
in, prepared toabandon their homes and fly. Some weil-minded, 
but ill judging persons, at this juncture exiended the alarm, by 
causing the church bells to be rung. There needed no more 
to convince many of the inhabiiants thatit was the signal of 
departure; aod that to remain, was to incur, with loss of pro- 
perty, inevitable destruction. The streets in consequence be- 
came thronged, and severa) persons were trampled to death in 
allempung 10 pass through the gates. 

At break of day L went, with others, to the suburbs, to view 
the inundation. In passing along, we met persous carrying 
the dead bodies of those who had been trampled to death: and 
in every street was scattered wearing apparel, household furni- 
ture and domestic uieasils, which had been broug!t out during 
the night to convey away, but were afterwards ag by 

their 














l= 


y 
7 
> 
‘ 


ee F 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 435 


their owners a& tob'cumbrous. Ta the suburbthe spectacle was 
extremely distressing; the water wasin many places 14 English 
feet deep; in none less then 10 or 12. Of many buildings 
which were low built, only the roofs were discernable. The 
jamates of many ef these were drowned. The more lofty 
buildings withstood the flood. We counted thirty-two bodies 
which were flouting, but were not within reach. Many of these 
mest -have been xelatives. Inthe last moments of existence 
they appeared to have embraced and clung to each other; and 
even in death ihey,were united, being stili fast locked in each 
ather’s arms.. , 1a the whole, seventy-three souls perished in the 
saburb. 

Yurniog from shis mournfnl scene, I: returned home; but 
in the course of the day, | received orders to join a party 
which was to proceed to Holtzume, to afford assistance to 
thewnfortenate people who had survived the inundation.— 
We went out through the Eckzburg gate, and passed over some 
elevated ground, which afforded an extended view of the coun- 
try. [had frequently admired the scene from the same spot. 
But how much was the prospect now changed! A vast lake 
extended as far as the eye could reach, out of which rose 
hodses and trees. At the windows, and on the roofs of the 
former, might be discerned human beings waving somethings 
fixed at Ihe top of poles,to denote their distress, and suppli- 
cate -assistance, We noticed several houses on fire. The 
inmates, as we afterwards learned, benumbed with cold, had 
kindled them even on the roof, and had in consequence pe- 
rished in-the conflagration. Approaching the edge of the 
water we laanched two boats. With these, and by means of 
ropes and ladders, we had rescued, before dark, 16 men, $2 
women,and 32chridren. In these humane exertions, however, 
four of our party were killed, and several others sustained 
severe bruises, Next day our labours were renewed, and have 
coytinued up to the present time. Upwards of 700 people 
have been saved in this manner, but with the loss of all their 
property. Many were taken from the watery Waste in a -state 
of insensibility ; others bad existed by killing and eating the 
Comestic nnimals. ‘The inundation extends over districts come 
prisiug 430 English square miles: the land was extremely fere 
tile, and was in a state of high oultivation. Lt is impos- 
sble at present to ascertain the extent of pecuniary loss: 
it must amount to many millions of rix-dollars. 

The loss of human lives cannot be less than between three 
and four bnadred. |The loss of cattle may perhaps amount to 
six thousand head, exclusive of sheep. Several churches, and 
other buildings which withstood the first shock, bave had their 
foundations sappcd by the water, and have fell in ruins, Such 
18 a brief description of the calamity, of which you may pos- 
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sibly have heard, has befallen us. My own loss compared with 
that of others, is very trifling. wees 



















Gradations in Society. 


HE late Mr. Garrick used to tell the following story :— 
He was walking in London, in company with Weston, tbe 
celebrated low comedian; they passed two young chimney- 
. sweepers with their scot-bags and other professional accompu- 
niments apon their shoulders—-One of them recognized the 
two actors, and with an arch sneer, 'said—* | say, Bill—Player- 
men” —“ Don’t insult “em Jack,” said the other, “ thee dost 
not know what thee must come to.” 
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SPECIMENS OF ORTHOGRAPHY. 
















: April 9, 1807 
@ Willam Billes 
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iheve Plinty evir by me your ferder order 
wil blighe your sarvant Edward Gray 
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Misister bilis Sir ih ave send you 
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iWil Send you Sommore hevy Sherts in a Jitil time 
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F you keepa drunken servant, insure your house against 
fire, and yourself against the censures of your neighbours. 





Description of the Bird Fly. 


f Hots history of those insects which infest other animals, is 
a curious subject of investigation, and includes no small 
dranch of natural history. Amongst the varieties of this de- 
scription, there are few which exhibit a more striking fitness 
for their situation. than the fly which lives upon some birds, and 
may be often observed upon the partridge and swallow. This 
fly, like most others, seems to live principally upon animal 
perspiration, of any thing in a putrescent state ; but as it could 
not-get at the cuticular pores of birds without going through 
the feathers, it is exactly formed for that purpose. It is rather 
larger than the common fly, of a clear tea-green colour, and 
is seldom seen but upon birds. It is quite flat, sothat both its 
body, head, and legs, apply closely to any plain surface on which 
_itmay rest. [tis very hard, and not easily crushed or killed, 
its legs are very strong, and it can move in all directions ; and, 
what is curious, runs with most rapidity sideways, and does 
hot seem to run easily strait forward. - [ts flatness, strength, 
and polished smoothness, without any hairs upon its body, 
enable it to move with ease among the feathers, and particularly 
ils capacity of running sideways, which gives it the power of 
going round: the body of the bird. beneath the feathers; for 


|. the feathers of birds are so placed in transverse rings that no 


insect, except it were almost invisible, could go straight fore 
ward-under them. I[t sometimes appears above the plumage 
toenter in at a.new place, which it performs with great ease 
and quickness, and without discomposing a single reed of the 
feathers, 

These may seem necessary to preserve the health of some 
ammals, by continually removing the perspiration that would 
otherwise be lodged ubout the feathers ; and may perhaps act 
at the same time as a kind of stimulant to the skin. Although 
there are seldom above two or three on a small bird, yet, from 
their size, they must remove a great deal of what is excreted 
by the skin, as they appear seldom to leave the bird they live 
upon, and even remain after the bird is dead. Llow far does 
the complete perfection displayed, even in the simplest and 
meanest parts of creation, baffle our comprehension, both with 


respect to their mechanism and utility, and evidence the hand 
tha: formed them! 
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Answer, by T. H. Madge, of Plymouth, to 3. Newland’s borrewed Enigma, 
inserted December 18. 


OUR old enigma I suppose 
STRAW-BONNET will with ease disclose, 


ttt We have received the like answer from Caroline Caines, of Charmin. 
ster; J. Bond; Betsey Froude, Aveton Gifford; R. Cuming, of Modbury; 
Avontonious; Philomath, of Weston Zoyland; P. O’Callaghan, of Pay. 
hembury; J. Petvin, Street; W. Swaffteld, Bridport ; and I'ristram Whim- 
sey, of Awliscombe. 





Aaswer, by Primrose, of Taunton, to Serjeant Postlethwaite’s Charade, ins 
serted January i. 


Ls as the glorious orbs that round us roll 

Shall spread their beaming light from pole to pole, 
So long shall shine, high on the lists of fame, 
Immortal NEWTON’s much-renowned name. 


Similar answers have been received from J. Tacker, of Cornworthy. 
school; Peter O’Callaghan, of Fashembery § Pristram Whimsey, of Awlis. 
combe; Caroline Caines, Charminster; Cuming, Modbiry; W. Swaf- 
field, Bridport ; - Salter, of Broadhembury; Philomath, of Weston Zoy- 
land; Eugenio, of Taunton;.J P of Wese Chinnock; Hilarius; W. L. of 
Okeford Fitzpaine; S. Alford, Chawley; J. Davy, Broadwinsor; W. P.N. 
and J. Newland. 





Answer, by 7. Crofts, of Yeovil, to 1. Petvin's Charede, insetted January ts 


‘OUR first appears now in my rhyme 
To be that useful thing called LIME ; 
When summer visits us once more 
The RICK will rise as heretofore, 


*t°* We have received the like answer from J. Bond, of Heathstock; Eve 
genio, and Philander, of Tauoton; J. Tucker, Cornworthy-schoul ; J. Bid* 
dlecombe, of Long Sutton; R. Cuming, Modbury ; and J. Newland. 





ANAGRAM, by MW. Isaac, f Truro. 


As of France transpose but true, 
' A coxcomb then you'll have in view. 





CHARADE, dy Sampson, of Bristol. 


Ww! EN extatie delight fills your breast, 
At some sudden discovery made, 
Though your raptures cannct be expressed, 
By my first they are sometimes betrayed. 
‘The beauties of autuain and spring 
Are all in my second combined ; 
Which, dying when first it took wing, 
Is succeeded by one of its kind. 
Thus when three have accomplished their flight, 
In duration precisely the same, 
In my fourth is my whole brought to light, 
Which surviving the rest has its name, 
* POETRY. 
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ODE TO CONTENTMENT. 


BY A YOUTH IN HIS TEENS. 


OST great, most scarce, of ev’ry joy, Content! 
At once a mine, at once an ornament ; 
To thy retreat conduct my wand'ring eyes, 
Where pleasure waits, and pensive sorrow flies; 
Send it with truth, as fancy to my mind, 
Let truth and fancy be alike combin'd. Ty 
Is it beneath the canopy of state? 
Is it amongst the mansions of the great? 
Is it betwixt the circle of a crown 
Bedeck’d with gems, or laid on beds of down? 
Is it amongst the miser’s countless store, 
Whose heavy chests contain still heavier ore ? 
No! from those scenes depart thy airy elves, 
And leave those treasures, treasures for themselves; 
To humble cottages their ways they bend, 
‘The poor man’s comfort, andshe poor man’s friend. « 


View yonder cut, whose close thateh'd rafters hide 
Content, now revellingin her huinble pride; 
‘Tir’d, from the labours of a toilsome day, 

With steady gravity, not stern dismay, 

Straight from the fold, which forms his only care, 
View yonder shepherd seated in. his chair. 

Still as the nook where hangs the pattage crack,. - 
In thoughtful numbers counting o'er his flock, 
Their present safety watches with delight; _ 
Their morrow’s food his present thoughts invite 5 
His open look expresses high command, 

His trusty stiek still grasps bis honest hand; 

His broad-brimm’d hat bespeaks a costly crown, 
His flowing frock a stately monarch’s gown ; 

His stick a sceptre, and his throne a chair, 
Contentedly he rules his kingdom there. 


Close to his side behold his constant dame, 
With hands uplifted to the faggot flame, 
Joy beams refulgent in her watchful eye, 
Her form bespeaks the form of industry ; 
The whirling spindle now no longer plays, 
But ceas’d as Sol withdrew his radiant rays; 
‘The well comb’d woul in even smoothness lies, 
‘The well-wash’d floor a cleanliness implies; 
The supper-kettle o’er the faggot rides, 
With heating blazes creeping up its sides; 
And as the flame decreases, a supply : 
Of well-dried boughs jn careless numbers lie ; 
A broken pipe and hat next humbly lays, 
Two old companions, from their former days; 
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The furnish’d tankard, fill’d with home-brew’d ale, 
-Heats on the hearth the spirits to regale ; 

A three-legg’d table, destitute of cloth, 

Holds a coarse dish, to take the boiling broth ; 

Tn order next a barley loaf they fix, 

When cut in slites withthe broth to mix; 

A littlé child, whose looks and thoughts agree, 
Stretches her hand to clasp her father’s knee ; 
Thanks dreary night, in all her horrors black, 

The sun is gone—her father is come back ; 

And when fis thonghts have gain’d their accustom'd bliss, 
Prepar’d to play, and catch the ready kiss. 

‘Thus early train’d in ev'ry virtuous way, 

No wretched vice those virtues can decay ; 

“ Happy they live, secure from fortune’s power, 

Heaven for their help, contentment for their dower, 
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FOR THE BLIND ASYLUM. 


See pause; for thee the day, 
W) Smiling pours its cheering ray, 
Spreads the lawn, and rears the bower, 
Lights the stream, and paints the flower. 


Stranger, pause, with soften’d mind, 
Learn the sorrows of the BLIND, 
Earth and seas, and varying skies, 
Visit not their cheerless eyes. 


Not for them the bliss to trace, 
‘The chissel’s animating grace; 
Nor on glowing canvas find 

The poet’s.soul, the.sage’s mind. 


Not for them the heart is seen, 

ao through the expressive mien ; 
ot for them are pictur’d there, 

Friendship, pity, love sincere. 


Helpless as they slowly stray, 
Childhood paints their cheerless way ; 
Or the wand exploring guides, 
Fault’ring steps, where fear presides. 


Yet for them has genius kind- 
Humble pleasures here assign’d; 
Here with unexpected ray, 


Reach’d the soul that felt no day! 


Blindness only here can mect 
Kindied woes, and converse sweet 3 
Torpid once, can learn to smile 
Proudly o’er its useful toil. 


He who deigned for man to die, 

Op’d on day the darken’d cye; 
Humbly copy—thou canst feel— 

Give thine alms—thow canst not heal! 


May, 1816, 





